
Oversize Load Pilot Escort interview questions
careertips.com.au: common questions and what they're really testing

What to expect
Oversize Load Pilot Escort interviews test your road sense, safety judgement and ability to
communicate under pressure. Employers want to know you can read a route, manage clearances and
work with load drivers and road authorities.

• Process: Questions about how you plan a movement, check a route and prepare your vehicle and
equipment before a shift.

• Behavioural: Questions asking for real examples of communication, hazard reporting and handling
incidents on the road.

• Scenario: Questions that put you in a tight spot, such as a clearance mismatch or an impatient road
user, to see how you judge safety.

• Technical and safety: Questions on escort vehicle checks, signage, radio use, fatigue
management and compliance with heavy vehicle rules.

• Client-facing: Questions about dealing with road users, transport operators and site contacts when
things do not go to plan.

Typically a phone screen with a transport operator, then a face-to-face or site-based interview covering
route planning, safety scenarios and radio communication. Some employers include a practical drive or
route check. You may be asked to show your licence, traffic management accreditation and any fatigue
management training.

1. Walk me through how you prepare for an oversize load movement before
you leave the depot.
Why they ask
This is a process question. The interviewer wants to see your routine for route checks, equipment and
communication.

How to structure your answer
Process walk-through: start with the paperwork, then vehicle and equipment checks, then route
clearance, then final radio check with the load driver.

Example answer

“I start by reviewing the permit and route notes, checking height, width, weight and bridge limits
against the load dimensions. Then I inspect my escort vehicle, signage, flashing lights and UHF CB
radio. I use a height measuring pole if any clearance is close, and I check GPS navigation for road
closures or roadworks. Before we move, I confirm the convoy order, radio channel and emergency
contact with the load driver. If anything does not match, I call the transport operator before we leave
the yard.”

2. Tell me about a time you had to communicate a route change or hazard to
a load driver and road authorities.
Why they ask
Behavioural question. They want to see how you handle radio communication and reporting.

How to structure your answer
STAR: situation, task, action, result.

Example answer



“On a night movement, I noticed a fallen tree blocking part of a regional route. I radioed the load driver
to slow and hold while I checked the detour. I used GPS navigation to find an alternate road that could
take the load width, then called the transport operator and the state road authority contact to report
the hazard and confirm the new route. We moved through the detour without incident and the load
arrived on time.”

3. You are escorting a load and notice a bridge clearance sign that does not
match your route notes. What do you do?
Why they ask
Scenario question. They are testing judgement under pressure and safety-first decision making.

How to structure your answer
Judgement under pressure: stop, verify, communicate, decide.

Example answer

“I would radio the load driver to stop before the bridge. I would use the height measuring pole to
check the actual clearance and compare it with the load height. If there is any doubt, I would not
proceed. I would contact the transport operator and road authority to confirm the correct clearance or
find an alternate route. I would log the discrepancy and report it after the movement so the route
notes can be corrected.”

4. What checks do you make on your escort vehicle, signage and radio
equipment before a shift?
Why they ask
Technical question. They want to know you treat your vehicle and equipment as safety-critical.

How to structure your answer
Technical checklist: vehicle, signage, lights, radio, phone apps.

Example answer

“I check the vehicle's tyres, lights, brakes and fuel. I make sure the oversize load signage is clean and
secure, and that the flashing lights work. I test the UHF CB radio on the agreed channel and check
the battery on my mobile phone. I also open the fatigue and trip apps to confirm the route and rest
breaks. If anything fails, I report it before the shift starts.”

5. How do you manage fatigue on long night movements or multi-day
escorts?
Why they ask
Safety and compliance question. Fatigue is a major risk in this role.

How to structure your answer
Safety framework: plan, monitor, act.

Example answer

“I plan rest breaks before the trip using the fatigue app and I stick to them. On night movements, I
make sure I am well rested before I start and I swap driving with another escort if possible. I watch for
early signs of fatigue like drifting attention or heavy eyes and I pull over for a break or a power nap. I
record my hours accurately and I do not push through when I am tired. Safety comes before
schedule.”

6. Describe a situation where you had to deal with an impatient or aggressive
road user while escorting a load.
Why they ask
Client-facing and conflict question. They want to see calm, professional communication.



How to structure your answer
STAR: situation, task, action, result.

Example answer

“I was escorting a wide load on a highway when a driver behind started tailgating and flashing their
lights. I kept calm and maintained my position. I radioed the load driver to keep steady and I used the
warning lights to signal the driver to stay back. Once we reached a safe pullover bay, I let the driver
pass. I reported the incident to the transport operator afterwards. The load stayed safe and no one
was hurt.”


