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What to expect

Interviews for Solid Plasterer roles focus on practical trade skills, safety awareness and how you work
with others on site. Employers want to know you can produce a quality finish, follow plans, and handle
the realities of construction sites.

» Process: Questions about how you prepare surfaces, mix materials, apply coats and finish. They
want to hear your method from start to finish.

» Technical: Questions about mix ratios, substrate preparation, curing times and how you adapt to
different materials or weather conditions.

* Behavioural: Questions that ask for a real example, such as a time you solved a problem or
worked to a tight deadline. Use the STAR method.

 Safety: Questions about WHS, working at heights, using equipment like render spray machines,
and how you keep yourself and others safe.

» Scenario: Hypothetical situations, such as finding a defect or a client changing their mind. They
want to see how you think on your feet.

* Client-facing: Questions about dealing with clients, explaining finishes, or handling variations.
Good communication matters on site.

The interview usually starts with a friendly chat about your trade background and apprenticeship. Then
the interviewer will move to technical and process questions, often asking you to describe a recent job
step by step. Safety questions are woven throughout. You may be given one or two scenario questions
to see how you handle problems on site. It often ends with a site tour or a chance for you to ask
guestions about the company and its projects.

1. Walk me through how you prepare a wall and apply a render finish from
start to finish.

Why they ask

This is a core process question. The interviewer wants to hear that you have a repeatable method and
do not skip steps like surface preparation or curing.

How to structure your answer
A walk-through: start with surface assessment, then preparation, mixing, application, finishing, and
clean-up. Be specific about tools and materials.

Example answer

“First, | check the wall for any loose material, dust, or moisture. | scrape off anything that is flaking
and brush down the surface. If it is a smooth substrate, | might score it or apply a bonding agent.
Then | set up corner beads and mesh where needed. | mix the render to the right consistency, usually
three parts sand to one part cement for a base coat, adding water until it holds together on the trowel.
| apply the first coat with a trowel or render spray machine, working from the bottom up. I let it cure
slightly before scratching the surface for the next coat. The second coat goes on and | float it to level.
For a smooth finish, | use a steel trowel and sponge. For a textured finish, | use a float or sponge. |
always clean my tools and the site before | leave.”

2. What mix ratio do you use for a base coat render, and how do you adjust it
for different substrates?

Why they ask



This tests your technical knowledge and ability to adapt to site conditions. Employers need to know you
understand materials, not just follow orders.

How to structure your answer
A technical explanation: state the standard ratio, then describe adjustments for suction, weather, and
substrate. Mention additives you might use.

Example answer

“For a standard base coat, | use a mix of three parts washed sand to one part cement, sometimes
with a little lime to improve workability. If the substrate is very porous, like old brick, | damp it down
first or add a bonding agent so the render does not dry too fast. In hot or windy weather, | might add a
retarder to give me more working time. For a stronger mix on external walls, | might go to four to one.
On smooth concrete, | use a bonding slurry or mechanical key. | always check the specification
because some jobs call for acrylic render or a specific additive.”

3. Tell me about atime you had to repair a large section of damaged plaster
to match an existing finish.

Why they ask

This behavioural question tests your problem-solving and craftsmanship. Repairing to match is a skill
that separates a good plasterer from an average one.

How to structure your answer
STAR: Situation, Task, Action, Result. Focus on how you assessed the damage, matched the texture,
and achieved a seamless finish.

Example answer

“On a renovation of an old terrace house, a previous trade had knocked a hole in a hallway wall and
the existing plaster had a subtle sand float texture. The client wanted the repair to be invisible. | cut
back the damaged area to sound plaster, cleaned the edges, and applied a bonding agent. | built up
the repair in thin coats, using a matching sand and cement mix. Once it was almost level, | used a
sponge float to recreate the texture, testing on a spare board first to get the pattern right. When it
dried, | painted a small patch to check the match. The client could not tell where the repair had been,
and the project passed inspection without any issues.”

4. You arrive on site and the surface you are about to plaster is dusty and has
loose material. What do you do?

Why they ask

This scenario question tests your judgement under pressure. It shows whether you will cut corners or do
the job properly.

How to structure your answer
Judgement under pressure: assess, communicate, act, and follow up. Explain the risks of plastering
over a dusty surface.

Example answer

“I would stop and not plaster over it. Dust and loose material stop the render from bonding, which
leads to delamination and callbacks. | would brush down the surface, scrape off any loose bits, and if
needed, wash it and let it dry. Then | would apply a bonding agent or slurry. | would let my supervisor
know about the extra prep time and why it is necessary. If the dust is from another trade's work, |
would coordinate with them so it does not happen again. Doing the prep properly the first time saves
everyone time and money.”

5. How do you manage safety when working at heights or with render spray
machines?
Why they ask



Safety is critical on construction sites. Employers want to know you follow WHS procedures and use
equipment correctly.

How to structure your answer
A safety-focused answer: identify hazards, apply controls, use PPE, and follow WHS procedures.
Mention specific equipment and practices.

Example answer

“Before | start, | check the work area for hazards. For working at heights, | make sure | have a safe
platform, like a mobile scaffold or an elevated work platform, and | use a harness if needed. | check
the ground is stable and there are no overhead wires. With a render spray machine, | inspect the
hose and connections for wear, make sure the pressure is set correctly, and wear the right PPE:
gloves, goggles, dust mask, and hearing protection. | never point the spray at anyone. | follow the
site's WHS plan and report any issues immediately. | also keep the area tidy so no one trips over
hoses or cords.”

6. A client asks you to change the finish from smooth to textured after you
have already started. How do you handle it?

Why they ask

This tests your client-facing skills and ability to manage variations without causing conflict.

How to structure your answer
Client-facing: listen, clarify, explain implications, and agree on next steps. Stay professional and
solutions-focused.

Example answer

“I would listen to what they want and ask questions to understand the look they are after. | would
explain that changing mid-job means the smooth coat | have already applied would need to be
removed or covered with a different mix, which takes extra time and materials. | would check with my
supervisor to see if we can accommodate the change and what it would cost. Then | would give the
client a clear picture of the new timeline and any extra cost, and get their agreement in writing. | would
keep the conversation friendly and focus on getting them the finish they want without disrupting the
rest of the project.”



