What to expect

Interviews for Weeds Officer roles usually combine a conversation about your field experience with
practical questions on weed identification, herbicide safety, and working with landholders. Employers
want to know you can apply biosecurity rules fairly and keep good spatial records.

e Technical: Questions on weed identification, control methods, and herbicide use.

» Process: How you plan a survey, record data, and schedule follow-up.

* Behavioural: Past examples of advising landholders or handling compliance issues.
e Scenario: What you would do if you found a new infestation or faced a safety risk.

» Safety: Your approach to chemical handling and working alone in the field.

« Community engagement: How you communicate with landholders and community groups.

The process often starts with a phone screen, then a panel interview with a hiring manager and a field
supervisor. Some employers include a practical component, such as a site inspection walk-through or a
GIS mapping task. You may be asked to describe your experience with biosecurity legislation and how
you would handle a compliance conversation.

1. Can you walk me through how you identify a declared weed species and
decide on the appropriate control method?

Why they ask

Tests your technical knowledge, your ability to use legislation, and your practical judgement.

How to structure your answer
A step-by-step walk-through. Start with identification, then check the declaration status, assess the site,
choose a control method, and explain how you record the work.

Example answer

“First | confirm the identification using a field guide or a plant identification app, and | cross-check with
the state biosecurity legislation to see if it is declared. | look at the surrounding vegetation, the growth
stage, and the site conditions like proximity to water. Then | consider the most effective control
method, which might be herbicide, manual removal, or a combination. | always check the label and
my chemical accreditation, and | make sure | have the right personal protective equipment. After
treatment, | record the location and treatment details in ArcGIS or Field Maps and schedule a
follow-up inspection.”

2. Tell me about a time you had to advise alandholder who was reluctant to
control weeds on their property.

Why they ask

Tests your community engagement and your ability to apply regulatory requirements without damaging
relationships.

How to structure your answer
STAR: describe the situation, the task, the action you took, and the result.

Example answer

“At my last council, a landholder refused to control a declared weed along their boundary because
they were worried about costs. | arranged a site meeting and listened to their concerns. | explained
the legal requirements under the Biosecurity Act and offered practical options, like a joint control
program with neighbouring properties and information on funding assistance. They agreed to a



treatment plan, and we carried out the control together over two days. The infestation was brought
under control, and the landholder later joined a local weed working group.”

3. You are surveying aroadside and find a new infestation of a declared weed
near a waterway. What do you do?

Why they ask

Tests your judgement under pressure, your knowledge of biosecurity reporting, and your environmental
awareness.

How to structure your answer
Assess, secure, report, plan. Describe how you would assess the site, prevent spread, notify the right
people, and develop a control plan.

Example answer

“I would first stop and assess the extent of the infestation and its proximity to the waterway. | would
take GPS points and photos, and record the species and density. If it is a new outbreak, | would notify
my supervisor and the relevant biosecurity authority as soon as possible. | would avoid any activity
that could spread the weed, like driving through the site. Then | would help develop a control plan that
considers the waterway, using only approved methods and timing it to avoid runoff. | would also
arrange follow-up monitoring.”

4. What steps do you take to ensure safe herbicide application when working
alone in the field?

Why they ask
Tests your safety awareness and your ability to follow chemical handling procedures.

How to structure your answer
A safety protocol walk-through: preparation, equipment checks, communication, application, and
clean-up.

Example answer

“Before | start, | check the weather conditions, especially wind and temperature, and | make sure |
have the right personal protective equipment. | read the label and safety data sheet for the chemical |
am using, and | check that my backpack spray unit is calibrated and leak-free. | carry a first aid kit and
a communication device, and | let someone know my location and expected return time. | follow the
mixing and application rates precisely, and | avoid spraying near waterways or sensitive areas. After
the job, | clean the equipment and record what | used.”

5. Describe your experience with compliance or enforcement action under
biosecurity legislation.
Why they ask

Tests your regulatory knowledge and your ability to handle difficult conversations.

How to structure your answer
STAR or a clear experience breakdown: the issue, the legislation, the action, and the outcome.

Example answer

“In my previous role, | investigated a report of a declared weed on a rural property. | inspected the
site, collected evidence, and issued a notice under the state biosecurity legislation. | explained the
requirements to the landholder and gave them a timeframe to comply. They initially resisted, so |
worked with my legal team to prepare a follow-up. The landholder eventually completed the control
works, and | closed the file after a re-inspection. That experience taught me how to balance
enforcement with education.”



6. How do you approach a community group or landholder who is concerned
about herbicide use near their property?

Why they ask

Tests your client-facing skills and your ability to build trust.

How to structure your answer
An empathetic engagement framework: listen, explain, offer options, follow up.

Example answer

“I start by listening to their concerns without interrupting. | explain the reasons for the control program,
including the risks of not treating the weeds, and | talk through the specific herbicide and methods we
plan to use. | provide fact sheets and offer to walk the site with them. If they are still worried, | can
adjust timing or use alternative methods where practical. | follow up after treatment to show the
results. Building trust is key, because community support makes weed control more effective.”



